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A BRAND NEW CHAPTER.... 
MORE TIME FOR YOU
2009 was an eventful year, Barack Obama 
became America’s first black president, 
James Cameron’s “Avatar” was smashing 
all box office records to become the 
highest grossing film of all time and 155 
passengers aboard an Airbus A320 flight 
experienced a miracle on the Hudson 
River. 2009 was also an exciting year for 
Aqueduct Marina, as this was the year we 
opened our doors for the very first-time, 
following years of planning and hard 
work from the Parton family. 
      
It’s fair to say that since 2009 a lot has 
changed; Mr. Obama is no longer the 
president, “Avatar” is still the highest 
grossing film, but more people are 
watching the small screen instead of 
the big, and I am sure there are a few 
people on the Thames instead of the 
Hudson that are wishing for a miracle of 

their own. In this changing landscape we 
believe that leisure time is more precious 
than ever and whether you spend it 
fishing, on the golf course, reading or 
boating it’s a vital part of a balanced 
lifestyle.

Our ambition, as we opened the doors 
on the 14th Feb 2009, was to create 
Cheshire’s premier marina complex, 
utilising the marina’s fantastic cruising 
location and brand-new facilities. Over 
the following years the marina became 
established and developed to include 
more and more services to meet our 
customer’s needs.   

Continued on page 2 .....

By Phil Langley
Marina and Operations Director

Aqueduct Marina

phil.l@aqueductmarina.co.uk
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.... This collective of knowledge and facilities or “One 
Stop Solution” is something we are very proud of but 
as we approached our ten-year celebration we naturally 
started to think about the next ten years. At this point 
we started to look at our “brand” or as a cleverer person 
than me once said “the things people say about you 
when you’re not in the room”. 

Over the last ten years we have always been forward 
thinking and the reason we decided to re-brand was to 
provide a platform, so we can develop an experience 
that is consistently improving our customers’ leisure 
time. As a symbol of this new chapter we have visually 
changed yes, but this is much more than a skin-deep 
transformation. What we want to create is a “hotel 
for boats”, an environment that gives our customers 
a better boating experience and more time to enjoy 
those experiences.

What’s behind the new logo’s design?

“When designing the new logo, we wanted something 
uncomplicated that incorporated the aqueduct we are 
named after as this is the perfect symbol for our future 
vision, a strong, stable, solution to a problem that 
enables people to enjoy their leisure time.”

Isn’t re-branding expensive?

“I’d be lying if I didn’t say that re-branding has a 
financial cost but one thing we wanted to ensure from 
day one was that the costs didn’t impact on moorers. 
We have a marketing budget every year and through 
savings last year we have been able to accommodate 
these changes with no impact on proposed plans for 
improving and maintaining the site. Therefore, the only 

impact on moorers should be positive as we roll out the 
new branding.” 

Why have you changed your tag line?

“For the last few years we have developed the marina 
around the “one stop solution” tag line and although 
this highlights that we have all services on one site, 
we felt it didn’t represent the company’s growing 
desire to improve people’s leisure time and be more 
customer centric. The “more time for you” obviously 
is a play on words around moorings but also indicates 
our commitment to create more time for you to enjoy 
boating. What we aim to achieve through offering all 
the services and knowledgeable staff on one site is 
that we can quickly solve issues and provide better 
solutions. This will enable you to spend more time on 
the water and less time on problems.”  

AQUEDUCT
 MARINA

And here it is, Aqueduct 
Marina’s new logo .... 

MORE TIME FOR YOU
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HAT TRICK FOR 
AQUEDUCT MARINA
Aqueduct Marina is delighted to announce that we have won 
TYHA Inland Marina of the Year 2018/19. This is the third 
consecutive year Aqueduct Marina has won this prestigious 
award which is all the more special as it’s voted for by our berth 
holders.

As a marina we pride ourselves on everything from a friendly 
welcome to a well fabricated piece of steel work and believe 
strongly that our clients trust our experienced team with one of 
their most important assets… their leisure time.

Robert Parton (Managing Director) commenting on this year’s 
award said: “Aqueduct Marina is delighted and flattered to be 
awarded a Marina of the Year award, especially as it is selected 
by popular vote. We thank everyone who voted and look forward 
to meeting our existing, new and returning customers during 
this our 10th anniversary year, culminating on 13 July with our 
Aqueduct Boat Show and party. All welcome”

Philip Langley (Marina and Operations Director) also said: “The 
board would like to take this opportunity to especially thank the 
fantastic staff here at the marina, without them none of this 
would be possible. The level of detail and effort the staff go to 
is amazing and undoubtedly this is a major part of the marina’s 
success”

AWARD PRESENTATION 
BY JON WHITE (TYHA)

AQUEDUCT MARINA OPERATIONS 
STAFF WITH THIS YEARS AWARD

EMPLOYEES OF THE MONTH ANNOUNCED
This year the Marina is running an employee of the year scheme with prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places at the end 
of year awards. Our staff are such a major part of what the marina has to offer and this is just a small way for us to 
recognise all the hard work they do. If you have been impressed by a member of our staff and you feel it should be 
recognised then please drop a note into the suggestion box located in reception. The winners so far are

Dave M
December Winner

(Chandlery Supervisor)

Alex
January Winner 
(Yard Foreman)

Alison
February Winner

(Galley Chef)

Jane
March Winner

(Operations Admin)

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk - 01270 525 040 - info@aqueductmarina.co.uk



10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY  

By Robert Parton
Founder and Managing Director

Aqueduct Marina

robert.parton@theoutlanes.co.uk
Twitter - @theoutlanes

On a cold wet 14th February 2009 
Church Minshull Aqueduct Marina 
was proudly opened as a new 150 
berth inland marina with Café, 8 
Workshops, 30-boat storage yard, a 
range of boat repair service providers 
and an on-site boat builder (Scenic 
Boats). The opening was celebrated 
with the cutting of a ribbon across 
the marina entrance while cruising 
in on the Scenic Boats built NB 
Amadeus, one of the marinas many 
new moorers. We were joined by 
400 guests who were entertained 
and nourished with live music and 
pork baps. Within 6 months, with 
Aqueduct Marina benefiting from 
an excellent cruising location and 
full range of support services, the 
moorings were fully booked.

Fast forward 10 years and Church 
Minshull Aqueduct Marina proudly 
celebrated it’s 10th anniversary. 
Still a 150-berth marina with café, 
though today with 12 workshops, 60 
boat storage yard and Boat builder 
on site (Glen Knight). Additionally we 
now have a Boat Brokerage selling 
50+ boats a year, popular chandlery, 
meeting room for hire, and a 14 
pitch caravan site.

To celebrate the 10th anniversary, 
Andrea Parton and myself invited 
the owners of the 13 boats that have 
been moored with Aqueduct Marina 
since 2009, to a fine dining meal at 
Rookery Hall on 14th February. (NB 
Serre, NB Jumeriah Jane, NB Nimue, 
NB Little Tern, NB Jay, NB Firtle 
Myrtle, NB Lazy Days, NB Crackpot, 
NB Blue Jacket, NB Norken Dream, 

NB Trinity, NB Forget-Me-Not, NB 
The Trudy Lee, NB Blue Jacket).  
Nine of the boats were represented 
by their owners at what proved to 
be a very sociable and enjoyable 
evening, where we were joined by 
staff members Sarah Rayner (Office 
manager), Chris Moran (Boat yard 
operations) Peter Smith (accounts) 
and Ian Wood (Woody) who have all 
worked at the marina in various role 
since its opening in 2009.

Andrea and I presented everyone 
with a souvenir engraved 
paperweight and thanked all present 
for their fantastic support over 10 
years. Needless to say the prosecco 
and wine was all drunk and the bar 
stayed open until late.

The following weekend the marina 
hosted its annual wine and canapés 
reception in the Galley Café and 
all present celebrated and toasted 
Aqueduct Marina’s 10th Birthday. 

Life is better by the water and 
Aqueduct Marina will continue to try 
and give you more time to enjoy it.
Looking forward to the next 10 
years.

MARINA OPENING 2009 ANNIVERSARY MEAL

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk - 01270 525 040 - info@aqueductmarina.co.uk

AQUEDUCT MARINA 2019



CHANDLERY UPDATE 

By Dave McCallister
Chandlery Supervisor

Aqueduct Marina

chandlery@aqueductmarina.co.uk

Victron

Now available through the chandlery 
is the full range of power products 
from Victron.  Yes, we have always 
been able to source these products 
before but now, thanks to a new 
supplier, we can offer them along 
with a service which reflects 
Aqueduct Marina’s philosophy of 
‘More Time For You’, the customer.

If you have an old Victron unit 
which is faulty or just not working 
correctly, we can now identify if it 
is in warranty, diagnose the fault 
and carry out the repair.  All this 
can be done in the UK (no need to 
send abroad) with a very quick turn 
around.  If a repair is uneconomical 
and you opt for a replacement 
instead, with a bit of information 
from yourself we will supply the 
new unit ready configured for the 
electrical system on your boat at 
no extra charge.  On top of all this, 
we hope you will find our prices for 
Victron to be very competitive.

Solar Systems

Solar panels are getting ever more 
efficient and because of this they 
are becoming increasingly popular 
on boats.  If you are considering 
solar panels, we are now pleased to 
be able to offer a complete service, 
from calculating a system based on 
your needs, supplying the parts and 
finally fitting if required.
We use Victron for the solar 
controller for its price, performance, 
service and 5 year warranty.

For the panels themselves we use 
either Victron, Trina Solar or Talesun.  
These have been chosen for their 
efficiency, reliability, backup support 
and value for money.  While we can 
offer a completely bespoke solar 
kit, we have so far put together 2 
standard kits that should suit the 
majority of boats.  These are a 300W 
system priced at £615.00 and a 
600W system priced at £1,050.00.  
Your system will be delivered 
ready configured for your electrical 
system so you can just ‘Plug & 
Play’.  Installation is fairly straight 
forward but we can install it for you 
if required.

ONLINE SHOP NOW OPEN 
VISIT 

WWW.AQUEDUCTMARINA.CO.UK/CHANDLERY

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk - 01270 525 040 - info@aqueductmarina.co.uk



The broker’s perspective...

2019 has been a good year for 
brokerage so far, or that was until 
last month, when our stock of 
boats for sale increased twice over! 
making it a very good year so far. 

These boats are from all over the 
local network and represent a 
series of different reasons to sell.

Currently a majority of 
narrowboats we have for sale are 
over 50ft in length and below 65ft; 
pretty standard for the last few 
years and as ever we are very much 
interested in smaller narrowboats.

In fact, if you have a smaller 
narrowboat there’s possibly never 
been a better time to sell…
Smaller boats are harder to find 
in my opinion and we always sell 
them quickly as a rule thanks to 
their increased desirability. If you 
have a smaller narrowboat why not 
trade up now for the larger boat 
you always wanted?

Amongst our new arrivals there are 
a few familiar names; some from 
our marina and others returning 
after many years happily cruising 
the canals. To view all of the 
narrowboats we currently have for 
sale visit - Boats For Sale 
One boat that hasn’t been here 
before but is owned by a previous 

client of the marina is Lottie M…

A 63ft Semi-Trad, built by Aqualine 
Marine 2012; 
Lottie M is one of the best 
production narrowboats on the 
market. 

Elegantly constructed to a very 
high standard using some of the 
best materials and equipment, 
you’ll find it hard to beat a boat 
like this with any comparison test 
and in real life Lottie M doesn’t 
disappoint under closer inspection 
either! Offered for sale at 
£84,950.00 and available now, for 
more information visit - Lottie M 

Other new arrivals this last month 
include; Khaffra, About Time, 
S’Marvelous, Hard Work, Coby, 
Serendipity, Smudgie, Shirley and  
Life’s 2 Short

For more information about 
selling your narrowboat with our 
brokerage service, to arrange a 
viewing or for any other advice 
please contact me or another 
member of the team here at the 
marina via 01270 525 040 or nick.
beech@aqueductmarina.co.uk an 
we’ll be happy to help.

BROKERAGE UPDATE 

By Nick Beech
Marina and Brokerage Sales Executive

Aqueduct Marina

nick.beech@aqueductmarina.co.uk

NB Lottie M NB Lottie M

NB Smudgie NB Smudgie NB Shirley NB Shirley
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
• May 25th - Curry night @ The Galley
• May 24th to 27th - Crick Boat Show 
• June 22nd - Quiz Night @ The Galley
• July 7th - Darnhall Village Show
• July 13th - Aqueduct Boating Event
• July 31st - The Nantwich Show
• August 24th - Bingo @ The Galley 

More events to be announced throughout the year, keep an eye on our social 
media feeds for more details. 

MOORERS’ FOCUS 
GROUPS
We would like to thank all those who attended our 
first ever moorers’ focus groups. This was a perfect 
opportunity for us to have a chat with moorers’ and 
understand how we can better assist you now and in 
the future. Several interesting points came out of these 
groups and the Marina will look to implement some of 
these over the next 12 months.

One action we have already taken is to introduce Moorers’ 
coffee mornings every first Tuesday of the month in the 
Galley Cafe between 9:30 and 11am. All moorers’ who 
produce their moorers’ card will receive complementary 
tea or coffee between these times. This will hopefully 
be a great opportunity for moorers to meet fellow 
boat owners and Aqueduct Marina staff in a social 
environment. 

Congratulations to Nick 
Beech (Brokerage and Sales 
executive) and his fiancé 
Verity on the christening 
of their beautiful daughter 
Elise.

MOORERS FOCUS GROUPS

ELISE CHRISTENING

OTHER ITEMS....
Recycling - The Eagle eyed amongst you will have noticed that we 
have recently changed our bins. These new bins are recycled at 
the other end meaning that you can now put all your rubbish into 
these bins including plastic and glass. The bin supplier then sorts 
and recycles the rubbish at their end.
Car parking - As we head into the summer the moorers’ car-parks 
near A and B jetty’s will get busier therefore we remind moorers 
that the area nearest the marina is for maximum 20 min stays 
only. Long term parking is in the area behind the hedge.
Footpath - A new footpath is going to be installed at the top of 
the bank near the slipway. This new path is designed to create a 
route for moorers to access the chandlery and Elsan point without 
going through the yard area. Once installed we will ask that 
pedestrians don’t walk through the yard area between working 
hours 8am till 5pm.

www.aqueductmarina.co.uk - 01270 525 040 - info@aqueductmarina.co.uk



EVENT
SATURDAY 13TH JULY

10AM TILL LATE 

FREE 
ENTRY 

AND 
PARKING 

EXCLUDES EVENING 
BOATERS BASH

A DAY DESIGNED 
FOR BOATERS...

AQUEDUCT
 MARINA

• Whether you are new to boating, or you have 
years of experience this day is aimed at you 
and your boat.

• New and used boats on show including Knights 
Narrow-boats, Collingwood and Cuncliffe.

• Free advice from industry experts.
• Behind the scenes access to Aqueduct Marina’s 

award winning facilities.
• Exclusive event offers in our on-site Chandlery
• Trade organisations and local groups including 

British Marine.
• Variety of trade stalls including RCR and Kinver 

Covers. 
• Evening entertainment from the renowned 

Elvis tribute Paul Larcombe -Tickets £20 each 
including Hog Roast - Moorers will receive 2 
complementary tickets per boat.

• Plus more to be announced soon...

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.AQUEDUCTMARINA.CO.UK 
OR FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

AQUEDUCT BOATING


